VALENTINE'S DAY LOVE-Part Four

Matthew 22:36-40; I John 3:16-18
Matthew 22:36-40 (ESV): "'Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?' 37 And He said
to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.'"
I John 3:16-18 (ESV): "By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet
closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word
or talk but in deed and in truth."
INTRODUCTION
Is love more of a feeling or a commitment? Love can be an exhilarating feeling! A young man told
his father at breakfast one morning, "Dad, I'm going to get married." "How do you know you're ready to
get married?" asked the father. "Are you in love?" "I sure am," his son said. "How do you know you're
in love?" asked the father. "Last night as I was kissing my girlfriend goodnight, her dog bit me and I
didn't feel the pain until I got home." But genuine love motivates us to honor God-given responsibilities
towards others even if loving feelings are absent. In this series on Valentine's Day Love, we've noted
that at the time of Jesus' birth, three types of love were commonly spoken of in the Greek language that
served as the universal tongue of the Western world: 1) phileo: friendship love; 2) eros: romantic love;
and 3) storge: family love. But each of these types of love, as meaningful as they may be to us, are still
based upon conditions that allow us to withhold such love from those outside our circle of self-interests
or to withdraw such love whenever it suits us. A fourth type of love, agape—the ideal of unconditional,
selfless love—was celebrated but rarely used. But after Jesus' heart-stopping demonstration of selfless,
sacrificial love, agape became the standard for recognizing the quality of love His followers practiced.
Agape appears in some form over 300 times in the Greek of the New Testament to express the depths of
Christ's quality of selfless, unconditional "love" in our relationship with God and with others, as Jesus'
words in John 15:12, "'This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.'"
How easy is it to practice such selfless, sacrificial love toward others? Galatians 5:20-21 assures us
the quality of agape "love" is the foremost aspect of the "fruit of the Spirit" with which God's Holy Spirit
is ready to empower all Christ's followers: "[T]he fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control." Selfless love we cannot produce naturally, God's Spirit
can produce within us supernaturally! A Christian couple, married over 60 years, had shared everything.
They'd kept no secrets from each other but one. The wife kept a shoebox in the top of her closet. She
cautioned her husband never to open or ask her about it. He never thought much about it until his dear
wife grew very ill and the doctor said she would not recover. Trying to organize their affairs prior to her
departure to Heaven, he took down the shoebox and took it to his wife's bedside. She agreed it was time
he should know what was in it. Opening it, he found two crocheted dolls and a stack of money totaling
$95,000. He asked her about the contents. "When we were to be married," she said, "my grandmother
told me the secret of a happy marriage was to never argue. She said if I ever got angry with you, I should
just keep quiet and release my frustration by praying for you while crocheting a doll." Her husband was
so moved he had to fight back the tears. Only two precious dolls were in the box. This must mean she'd
only been really angry with him two times in all their years of living and loving together. He almost
burst with happiness. But then he asked, "Honey, that explains the dolls, but what about all this money?
Where did it come from?" "Oh, that," she said. "That's the money from selling all the dolls I made."
This is our fourth sermon based upon the legend of Saint Valentine. He's believed to have been
martyred February 14, A. D. 270 for defying the command of Emperor Claudius II to prohibit marriage
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of soldiers so they'd be more willing to accept long deployments in remote regions defending the Roman
Empire. By risking his life to perform Christian weddings for the soldiers who longed for this blessing,
Valentine modeled I John 3:16: "By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us, and we ought
to lay down our lives for the brothers." Valentine also gave affirmation to the worth of the otherwise
ignored blind daughter of his jailer, with whom he developed a deep attachment. By showering her with
Christ-centered agape love, he opened her heart to a love of learning, of music, and for the Lord Jesus!
Our Outline for this series on Valentine's Day Love is based on Matthew 22:36-40 [reread]. Using
"LOVE" as an acronym, we were challenged to fulfill the "greatest" command by demonstrating Christ's
quality of love by Loyalty and Obedience in our relationship with God. Last week, LOVE's third letter
challenged us to demonstrate Christ's love in our relationship toward others by our Vulnerability towards
them. We made a brief overview of what Jesus expects of His followers, including His commands to be
"the salt of the earth" by preserving what is of God in society and opposing what is ungodly (Matthew
5:13), and to be "the light of the world" by putting God's love for people on display through our "good
works" (Matthew 5:14-16). We concluded our Lord and Savior wants us to demonstrate that our two
greatest priorities in life are, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind," and, "Love your neighbor as yourself" (Matthew 22:37-40). This means we are to place
ourselves, our time, and our resources in service to "Jesus Christ, our only Master and Lord" (Jude 4),
regardless of the risks involved. When we fall short of living in abandonment to our Lord's love, we are
seeking to avoid the vulnerability that being a faithful follower of Jesus requires.
Christ's tale of the Good Samaritan, found in Luke 10:25-37, reeks of vulnerability. The "priest"
and "Levite" had every spiritual and moral obligation to assist a fellow Jew who'd been beaten, robbed,
and left half-dead on the roadway from Jerusalem to Jericho. But they refused to place themselves, their
time, or their resources in service to the God they claimed to love; seeking to escape the risks of possible
negative consequences should the robbers remain nearby, or from their desires to avoid inconvenience or
discomfort to themselves. The Samaritan who selflessly came to the wounded man's aid would have
been despised by this Jew had they met under normal circumstances. He embodied God's command of
Leviticus 10:19:18 (ESV): "you shall love your neighbor as yourself." A Sunday School teacher shared
the Good Samaritan's story with her class of 4-5 year olds. She made it as vivid as possible, including
many of the gory details, to keep the children interested. To impress upon these children the need to be
Good Samaritans themselves, she asked, "If you saw a person lying on the roadside all wounded and
bleeding, what would you do?" A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, "I think I'd throw up."
CHRIST-CENTERED LOVE
D. EXPRESSION
The Good Samaritan embodies the selfless vulnerability Jesus demonstrates toward us and that He
longs to express toward others through us, if we are to fulfill God's command, "'You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.'" The Good Samaritan also gave affirmation of the value of the life of the halfdead Jew, overcoming deeply held religious prejudice that could have barred such assistance. We focus
today on our duty as followers of Jesus to promote affirmation or transformation of the lives of those
around us by Expression of Christ-centered love to them (the "E" of the acronym LOVE).
I John 3:16: "By this we know love, that He laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our
lives for the brothers." John Maxwell (born 1947) is an American pastor, author, and speaker; his books
have sold millions. His speeches often include the exhortation, "Feel the Fear and Do It Anyway!" He
challenges us to be bold in our expression of Christ's love to others, regardless of the risks involved,
because of the vast difference we can make in the lives that are affirmed or transformed by our actions.
Most of what Maxwell says could apply to Jesus' risks in reaching out to us: "People are unreasonable,
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illogical, and self-centered—Love them anyway! If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish,
ulterior motives—Do good anyway! The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow—Do good
anyway! Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable—Be honest and frank anyway! The biggest
people with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest people with the smallest minds—Think
big anyway! People that really need help often attack you if you help them—Help people anyway! Give
the world the best you've got and you'll get kicked in the teeth—Give your best anyway!" Such "kicks in
the teeth" may come when we least expect them. One day a preacher spoke to a children's Bible class
about kindness. He asked them, "If I should see a man beating a donkey and stopped him, what virtue
would I be showing?" A little voice responded with the unexpected answer, "Brotherly love."
I John 3:17: "But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God's love abide in him?" A man named Louis Lehman grew up on a farm in
Albany, OR, about 70 miles south of Portland. He writes, "When I was growing up, my father use to
say, 'No matter who they are or what they do, treat your neighbors with love.'" He didn't fully grasp what
his father meant until one day, on their way to church, his family spotted someone shoveling corn from
their crib into a battered old truck. His Dad stopped the car and got out; the culprit looked up and froze.
Everyone knew this man. Many in town suspected him of stealing their gas, yet no one had ever
confronted him for fear of his violent temper. Now that he'd been caught, Louis wondered, "What would
his Dad do?" With slow, deliberate words, his father said, "If that's not enough, come back tomorrow.
Take as much as you need. Remember, you're my neighbor." His father's words and the thief's response
are etched forever into the memory of Louis Lehman: "The man dropped his shovel and hung his head.
He never stole from us or anyone else in town again, as far as I know. Perhaps he learned how to be a
good neighbor that day. I know I did."
I John 3:18: "Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth." From July 10
to October 3, 1940, the Battle of Britain took place in the skies over England. After resounding military
victories over Denmark, Norway, Belgium, & France, Nazi Germany set its sights on Britain. Hundreds
of German bombers rained daily death and destruction upon targets across London & industrial England.
The main force stopping seemingly certain fall of Britain was the Royal Air Force, whose pilots valiantly
rose to fight vastly superior numbers of German bombers and fighters. Their efforts often seemed futile.
Over half of their fighter planes (over 1,000) would be shot down; costing 1500 men their lives (half the
RAF crew). But the RAF pilots never gave up, inflicted losses of nearly 1900 German aircraft and 2,500
crew and handed Germany its first major defeat of WWII. Winston Churchill remarked, "Never in the
history of human conflict has so much been owed by so many to so few." Dr. Paul Brand, a physician
and devout Christian, writes of these RAF pilots in his book, In His Image (1987): "I doubt whether a
more adulated group of young men has ever lived. They were the cream of England, the brightest, the
healthiest, the most confident and dedicated, and often the handsomest men in the entire country."
Among these pilots who survived, many were grossly disfigured. A design flaw in the Hurricane
fighters left them vulnerable to explosions that could severely injure them if they didn't immediately
eject. Many endured numerous surgeries to reconstruct their marred faces. Psychologists who chartered
their progress discovered they fell into one of two groups. First: those whose wives or girlfriends could
not accept their disfigured faces and either slipped away or filed for divorce. These former pilots tended
to stay indoors, looked for some kind of work to do at home, and rarely ventured outside except perhaps
at night. In the second group, their wives and girlfriends stuck by them. Many became executives, professionals, and leaders of their communities. They were encouraged not to be limited by their freakish
image in mirrors on the walls. They learned to look into mirrors that gave them a true reflection of who
they were that wasn't based on mere outward appearance. These mirrors were the people who loved
them for their inner selves, despite their unsightliness. Rather than being discouraged by the shock of
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people on the streets who saw them, or by the taunts and laughter of children, they defined themselves by
mirrors of love that expressed to them, "This is who I really am. I am not defined by the shape of the
skin on my face. I am still the elite of England!"
CONCLUSION
In the six weeks leading up to Easter, Lent is observed by many Catholics, Anglicans, Eastern Orthodox, Lutherans, and Methodists as a time to prepare Christians to celebrate our Lord's sacrifices for our
salvation and His Resurrection. The prayer, repentance, almsgiving, and self denial that began March 1
of this year mirror Jesus' 40 days of fasting and self-denial prior to beginning His public ministry as "the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (Luke 4:1-14; John 1:29).
One church chose "Forty Days of Love" as last year's Lenten theme. Each week, members of the
congregation were asked to express their love and appreciation in different ways. The first week, they
were to send notes to people who'd made positive contributions to their lives. After the first service, a
man asked to speak to the pastor. The pastor describes him as, "kind of macho; a former football player
who loved to hunt and fish; a strong self-made man." He told his pastor, "I love you and I love this
church, but I'm not going to participate in this Forty Days of Love stuff. It's okay for some folks, but it's
a little too sentimental and syrupy for me." A week went by. The next Sunday this man waited again
after church to speak to the pastor. He said, "I want to apologize for what I said last Sunday about the
Forty Days of Love. I realized on Wednesday that I was wrong." "Wednesday," the pastor repeated,
"What happened on Wednesday?" "I got one of those letters!" he exclaimed. "It came as a total
surprise." It wasn't from one of his usual friends but from a person the man never expected to hear from.
It touched him so deeply he now carries it around in his pocket all the time. "Every time I read it," he
says, "I get tears in my eyes." When this "macho man" realized how much people in this church loved
him in ways he'd never dreamed, this had a transforming impact upon him. His entire outlook changed
about expressing his loved to others. He told his pastor, "I was so moved by that letter, I sat down and
wrote ten letters myself."
Are you willing to accept a similar challenge, to help us prepare to celebrate the sacrifices of our
Savior prior to His glorious Resurrection Easter morning? Would you prayerfully be open to Christ
expressing His quality of love through you to others you appreciate for how their lives have blessed you?
Would you be willing to invest yourself and your time in writing a letter expressing your appreciation?
To simplify this expression of Christian love, please send letters intended for people in this Church to
the Church address, "Attention" of your intended recipient. I will forward or deliver your letters. This
will help your Church leadership know how many of you participated in this labor of love.

